
Armchair Adventurer in Hawaii 

Hawaii Hobbyist Starter Checklist 
This checklist is designed for new residents or long-term locals looking to establish a 
sustainable hobby routine in the islands. It helps enthusiasts avoid common pitfalls 
like equipment damage from humidity and social isolation. Use this list to prepare 
your gear and mindset before committing to a new local community. 

Phase 1: Scouting the Landscape 

●​ Visit the nearest dedicated hobby store in person to ask about their specific 
event schedule. 

●​ Identify the closest legal outdoor location for your activity using local 
government maps. 

●​ Search Facebook for island-specific groups using the format "[Hobby Name] 
[Island Name]". 

●​ Confirm the parking situation at your intended meeting spot to avoid towing or 
fines. 

●​ Check the store's policy on bringing outside food or drinks before attending an 
event. 

Phase 2: Gear Acquisition and Protection 

●​ Purchase silica gel packets in bulk to place in every storage box you own. 
●​ Invest in a sealable dry box or cabinet for expensive electronics and optical 

gear. 
●​ Swap out standard metal screws on outdoor equipment for stainless steel 

versions. 
●​ Ask local shop owners if they have a freight account for ordering heavy or 

hazardous items. 
●​ Verify TSA regulations for LiPo batteries if you plan to travel with your 

equipment. 
●​ Stock up on specialized supplies like primer or fuel locally to support the 

ecosystem. 

Phase 3: Community Integration 

●​ Introduce yourself to the store staff and regular organizers on your first visit. 
●​ Bring a shareable snack to your first private game session to show goodwill. 
●​ Join the relevant Discord server to stay updated on last-minute schedule 

changes. 
●​ Commit to attending the same event for three consecutive weeks to build 

familiarity. 
●​ Offer to help clean up terrain or tables after a game night ends. 

Phase 4: Routine Maintenance 
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●​ Rinse all outdoor gear with fresh water immediately after exposure to sea air. 
●​ Inspect painted miniatures weekly for signs of frosting or warping. 
●​ Lubricate moving parts on mechanical devices more frequently than 

recommended. 
●​ Review your inventory monthly to declutter items that are vulnerable to mold. 
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